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17 Most Anticipated Hotel Openings of 2019

The Mansion at MGM Cotal Macau

orbes

The Mansion will be the lavish capper at the sparkling MGM Cotai,
which launched in Macau in February 2018, The hotel-within-a-hotel
will cater solely to VIPs when it opens sometime in 2019, and if it's
anything like its Vegas counterpart, expect some of the 27 villas to

have their own gyms, indoor pools, spas and theaters,

L B e

17 Most Anticipated Hotel
Openings Of 2019

Four Seasons Astir Palace Hotel Athens

The company’s first foray into Greece puts vou in the Athens Riviera,
just outside of the city center. Bask in a trio of private beaches, three
swimming pools, a tennis academy, a basketball court and a spa and
hydrotherapy house inspired by the teachings of Hippocrates when
the chic waterfront hotel opens March 29,
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The Five Best Cities for a Weekend Break in Spring 2019
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THE REPORT

THE FIVE BEST CITIES FOR A WEEKEND
BREAK IN SPRING 2019

Look beyond the obvious for the other cool places to end (or start) your week

It seems mad to talk about 2 ity with thousands of years of history as resurgeat, but
the Greek capital has emmerped is the past decade as cne of Europe’s most vibeant
cultural destinations, dusting itself off after its recent economic sagas. Tourism has
recovered faster than the mercury rised ln August. and the cannlest among visitors
come in spring or autumn, taking advantage of a theiving contemporary agl scene as
well as the city’s more ancient attractions.
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The Hottest Hotel Openings
for March

Four Seasons Astir Palace Hotel, Athens, Greece

Also making waves is the Athenian Rivieria, where Four Seasons has chosen a
glamorous seaside spot for its first opening in the country. The Astir Palace resort
quickly became a magnet for the great and the good after opening in the 1950s,
aftracting everyone from Brigitte Bardot and Frank Sinatra to Lady Gaga and
Barack Obama prior to its closure in 2016. Now it's set to reignite tourism along
the pine-clad peninsula, offering around 300 sea view retro-chic rooms with
earthy-toned fumniture, lashings of woods and white marble.
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Old-fashioned

glamour returns to

the Athens Riviera
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A new hoted and hip restaurants have revived the Astir
pory.
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LE FIGARO
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LE PAYS BOULEVERSE
LES IMAGES DU DRAME
VELAN DE LA RECONSTRUCTION
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the ultra-sleek beach resort that Greece's capital has long wanted | s s g

on where 10 be and what to vee
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Four Seasons Astir
Palace Hotel Athens

Vouliagmeni, Athens, Greece

View on o map

" Greeces first Four Seasons hotel is a trinmphant
/ l(' roevival of a modernist lnondomark, whwere guests can

enoy o beach holiday, destination spa amd city

Telegraph cxpert
rating

break rolled into one glamorous, authentically

Greek experience.”

Telegraph Review
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How To Spend It

A sleek Four Seasons beach resort for

Financial Times UK Online Athens

ADagovendue s for the eek Cipla

AEV £21,250

Sroen abont COGO) Is prrvingin 1
where the ste of the new Four Seassan At Palace i » 30-hechice plot
on » hush foret wovered p i, SUIRC 30O 1 I}

The old baikSimg s midorrmary Sones have boen preseryed, with peivase
butgakyes suzment ing the sotal efferiag 10 3073 sheed. lht wood and
while marbie-clad spaces that range in siee and ewtdnok but arc uni iformly
contemmperary. Three private oo oo abull 0 and cight bars and
restaurants round out the prture — essentially, the wltra-slock beach
vesart that Greece's caputal b long wanted.
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Another Reason To Go To
Greece This Year
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Starting in the 19605, Astir Beach located 30 miinutes south of
Athens on the socalled Athenian Rmars, the Vouliagmem Paninsula
overlooking the Seronic Gulf. was & starry hangout for guests such as
Jatide Onassic, Frank Sinstra Brigitte Bardot. the Beatles and 2
Who's Who of world Jeaders. In the dacades since, the
neghborhoods surrounding have become mansion filled enclaves for
wdl hewled Athenisns bt the beach itself and its centerpiece hotel
the Astir Palace lost its spark. This summer, however, the area is
poised 1o reemerge with new developenents and the hotel s reopening
after a three vear, 230 million euro renovation. Now part of Foar
Seasons, the hotel group's first hotel in Greece, The Four Ssasons
Astir Palace Hotel Athens opened in Masch with a fresh,
conterporary new Jook.

The 75 acre complex 1s composed of two maln bafidings, the more
classically designed Nafstka bullt In 1979 and the modernist Arfon
built in 1967 plus 61 bungalows, the original part of the project. All of
the Nafsika rooms have neutral color schemes with dark wood
accents, wood siat headboards and balcondes with views of the sea;
some also have private pools. Arlon has a younger, hipper feel and a
color scheme of blues and grays,

The facilities and restaurants are split between the two, Nafaika has

Mercato, the Italian restaurant, and Hellos, the Latin American
poolside grill that's popular with locals for ceviche, guacamole and
grilled meats. Arion has the signature Greek seafood restaurant
Pelagos designed by international designer Martin Brudnizid to
resemnble an ocsan liner and features catch of the day specialties
including perfectly prepared octopus. A classic Greek taverna ks
located on the walkway between the two hotels and on the grounds
close 10 Arjon but independently run is a branch of Nobu's
Matsuhisa,

Over on that side of the property, guests who need more privacy can
move into one of the bungalows which have also been renovated in &
style closer to Arion's rooms. The last bungalow guest before the
hotel closed for renovation was Barack Obarma fn his last visit to
Greece as President.

- s . - - - tr. g

Over on that side of the property, guests who need mare privacy can
move into one of the bungalows which have also been renovated in a
style closer 10 Arion's rooms. The last bungalow guest before the
botel closed for renovation was Barack Obama in his last visit to
Gereece 35 President.

All guests have acoess 10 the three beaches, the waterfront pools, the
oon-motorized watersports—kavaking, stand up paddieboards—and
the pew spa built in the lower level of Arion which specializes in
water-based trestments and is apparently inspired by the teachings
of Hippocrates, (How, exactly, was an answer [ never quite achisved,
The setting is soothing and the techniques proficient, however.)

Outside of the Four Seasons, other developments on the peninsula
include upgrades to the Astir Marina for yacht facilities and the
launching pomnt for hotel guests for cruises on the Aegean, high end
retall openings. the new Astir Beach Rar and the second season of
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DEPARTURES.us How to Do the G&ak Riviera

AVE $12.598 Right
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Now Astir Palace—the heart and soul of the Rivera—has risen again,
after being closed for three years after the hotel fell into hard financial

times and, ultimately, disrepair. The storied property has been
reincarnated into a Four Seasons, an American Ex Fine Hotel &
lesort property, the first major international hotel brand to invest in

Athens since the recession. There are also new designer shops, a

Your guide to the best of what the CGreek
revamped beach club, restaurants, gorgeous vistas, and that singular QI\/ICI'G haS o O'fC‘ r.

aquamarine Greek sea. Here's our guide to the new

manifestation—and era—of the Athens Riviera. No ruins required.
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TOW N & C oun t ry U S The Best Room At... Four Seasons Astir Palace

A look inside the newest and hottest hotel in Athens

AVE S 11.890

WHAT DOES IT COST PER NIGHT?

Starts at «2,920 per night in low season

Y

- ¢hl';.¢n"ﬂ‘ £l

aamtEst OF YWEFSON SERAING SN SALME

VIEW FROM THE FOUR SEASONS ASTIR PALACE
Our column "The Best Room At” offers a glimpse inside some of the most charming,

lwxurious, and iconic properties around the world
WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER THE "BEST ROOM™ AT THE FOUR SEASONS ASTIR PALACE?

We have eight signsnuve suizes within the property, whers any of our guest would The hortest place in Athens right now is abour thirty minutes south of the center in
definit=ly find the one based on their neads. However, I would ssy the sea.view an srea known & the Athens Riviera. It's all becsuse of the opaning of the Four
Bungalow suite with = private infinsty pool overlooking the Aegean even if it 15 not Seasons Astir Palace, the brand's first property in Greece. This elegant 75 acre hotel
AVRA LOUNGE AT THE FOUR SEASONS ASTIR PALACE g S L i o L .
the Mo expenstve one, 15 defmuely my favorze! A modern hudeaway, nested 15 on its way to another glory era. (Back m the 1960s and 1970s—forget

among centuries-old pine mees, with separse Iiving sves and bedroom. The first
part of the Asor Palsce estate wss bullt m 1961, snd the Sungalows retain the same

glamorous allure today as they did then These are the accommodations of choice

Mykonos—Astr Palace was the place 10 see and be seen.) All the glamorous Greeks

are descending to eat, relax, and play in the flawless modem revival of a classic

ASTIR PALACE HAS A DEEP PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF MANY GREEKS., CAN YOU

:(Efb:-fl:il;:ll:('):‘ElSmS'UAC?‘o:&:’[;AE;{; MEANS TO PEOPLE IN GREECE ANDWHY NN for those who want to live the secluded seaside ifestyle of the golden age of the

Arhens Riviers, but brought nfo a new era.

Greek icon, not an easy feat to pull off, Sam Toannidis, the hotel's general manager,
talked 1o 1o Town & Country about his vision for the property, his favorite room,

. . and how to spend an ideal day at the reborn Astir Pslsce.
If you ask any Athenian about Astir Palace, they will tell you of some connection or

childhood memory they have of the place. Evervone has a story to tell about the
property. It was—and sull i5—a landmark of international starure and symbol of
Greek hospitality. Greeks felt proud of all the famous people hosted and were so
excited about the re-opening of the property, Our aim is to be considersd the kiving
room of Athens. Four Seasons Astir Palace Motel Athens was developed to showcase
the beauty of Greece's peoples, customs and products, and we cannot think of
anyone that would enjoy this more, other than Greeks themselves!
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WHAT MAKES THE FOUR SEASONS ASTIR PALACE UNIQUE AND DIFFERENT AMONG
THE MANY TOP-NOTCH HOSPITALITY OFFERINGS IN GREECE?

The experience of Four Sessons Astir Palace is mnade up of the best aspects of & vimit
to Greece: fascinating nature, amaning beaches, unique hosputality and gestronomy,
and necsas o high-end secvices We are 30 minuter from the conter of Athens, have
three private beaches, two outdoor pools, 10 1pe treatment rooms, & &
hydrotherapy zone, including an adults-oaly mndoor lap pocl, aroma stesm grotto,
hammam, nitality pool, chill showers and relaxstion lounge with sea views and
basketball and tennis scsdemy. Not o mention sight restsursnts—firom Pelagos, &
stylish Greek food ant, to

, an itslen rattoris. This s a cnceine

lifeume expenences of Greece that you will not Snd aaywhare elze

THE BAR AT PELAGOS, THE MODERN GREEN CUISINE SRSTAURANT

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND A PERFECT DAY AT THE MOTEL?

A perfect day woald starr with an amszing Four Ssascas breakfast, preferably in
bed. Then, head off 10 the beach for a swim and sceking n some sun--there =2
nothing Like the Asgean waters and the Gresk sun. At lunchtuime, hosd 1o Teverns
37 for & quintessentially Greek seaside lunch or to Halics for refieshing cockealls
and Latin-American fare. Before going back to your reom's privazs pocl or the
beach, take two hours to vint the Spa for 8 signature restmen: and some
pampening in the Hydrotherspy tone Watch the sunset while nipping crestive

cockzails st Astran or Avre. Finish the dey with dinner s Mercazo or Pelagos
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A new era for the Astir Palace
— grande dame of the Athens

Riviera

Hebecca Hose

(N )

S50, what do you think?” asked the woman in the Hft eagerly. “1 used to come

here with my family a lot, so coming back is quite an emotional experienc
Dressed in a short, floaty dress and jewelled flip-flops, she explained that she
grow up in Athens but now lives in London, and this was her first time back at
the Astir Palace since it reopened recently after much anticipation i o
Casom, two-and-a<-half-year overhaul. Having arrived on an Aegean Air flight
at 3am the night before, 1 had only vaguely taken in the polished marble lobby
and the comfort of our giant bed. 1 didn’t feel 1 could give her much '!0!“‘ wk
It was 11am and we were both on our way to the ground floor, to meet our

families at the pool

Blinking my way into the bright late May morning, | immediately sensed it
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1. Four Seasons Astir Palace Hotel a
Athénes

Vogue France icssnc OO

de Megeve, le groupe Four Seasons met le cap sur la Grece. Entre les murs de

Pancien Astir Palace, on v découvre un petit éden, piqué de luxe, installé sur la
A EV' 6 8 2 3 Riviera athénienne et entouré de 30 hactares de natures sauvage. Composé de
. ) 300 chambres au décor minimal, tournées vers la mer, le lieu comprend
également trois plages privées, trois piscines, cing courts de tennis, un

embarcadere ou s'adonner aux joles des sports nautiques (kayak, planche a
voile...). Mais aussi 8 restaurants, pilotés par le chef Bertrand Valegeas (dont

3 {‘ | Bhacac un restaurant italien. un restaurant grec. ou encore un restaurant japonais
l N Matsuhisa de Nobu.) et un spa a la pointe, qui propose, entre autres, un soin

anti-age au caviar et des protocoles innovants étudiés spacialement pour les
personnes épuisées physiquement ou émotionnellement. Lo tout 4 30 minutes de

MODE BEAUTE  LIFESTYLE CULTURE DEFNLES VOGUE LOVERS MAGAZINES € ARONNEMENT

FAcropole.
Apollonos 40, Vouliagmeni 166 71, Gréce, Tel.+30 21 0800 1000

i AP
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6 nouveaux hotels en LT ——
Grece a découvrir cet été
2019
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5 PLACES

New Yo rk Times Five Places to Visit

AVE $22.850

on the Athens Riviera

Just 25 minutes from the Acropolis, an alluring stretch of

beachfront beckons with island charm. No ferry required.

Four Seasons Astir Palace Hotel is perched on a peninsula directly on the Aegean

Sea. M

2. Four Seasons Astir Palace Hotel Athens

Recently revamped, the historic Astir Palace (frequent haunt of
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Charlton Heston, Frank Sinatra and
Joan Collins), has upped the ante for seaside glitz here. Perched on
a peninsula directly on the Aegean Sea, the 303-room hotel has
seven restaurants and bars, private beaches equipped with
snorkeling, wind surfing and Jet Skis, a variety of pools, boat
outings to archaeological sites on nearby islands (Aegina, Hydra,
Poros) and sunset sailing nightly.

Apolionos 40, Vouliagmeni 166 71




Forbes.US
AVE 12.897S

Behind-the-scenes first taste. © KENSEET

8 Spy a Kitchen's Heartbeat. At Four Seasons Astir
Palace Hotel Athens, a chef-led "first taste" tour walks and
talks you through the inner workings of a hotel restaurant, as
culinary advice is shared behind-the-scenes—before the dining
room opens to other patrons. Pelagos restaurant (above),
deftly managed by executive chef Bertrand Valegeas, serves
sophisticated Greek seafood, such as lavraki (sea bass)
carpaccio, chtapodi (octopus) and whole grilled fish deboned
tableside. Perched on the pine-dressed peninsula of the
swanky Athens Riviera, dotted with glamorous yachts, Astir
Palace is a half-hour drive to the city center. Celebrate Greece's
ancient civilization at the Acropolis and environs. For more

Athens travel info, go here and here.



IATLL

Travel Guide 2020

1he Ol best hotels in the world

PALACE HOTEL

Athens, Greece

Once frequented by Jackic Kennedy,
Aristotle Onassis and The Beatles,

the Astir Palace, sprawling across a

pinescented  peninsula  on  the
Athens Riviera, has reopened as the
Four Seasony’ fiest property in Geeece
Its acnally two hoteds (and 61
bungalows), the retro-chic Ardon
and boho resort-y Nahika, where
Athenians come 1o see and be seen
by the olive treedined, sea-facing
‘l]ll l‘ll“\ minues “lill\ lh(' \il\
centre, its casy to pop up 1o the
Acropolis, but it’s ako a serene re
vreat from the city’s bustle. There are
theee private beaches, muscle-mlting
massages In the marble and light
filled spa, and four restaurants (best
of all, Pelagon, serving cacch of the
lemon  and
Rooms are stylish and contemporary

day with olive oil)
with tradidonal Greek wouches like
ovil eyes and a dpple of mastika left
Rooms at Nabsika
have jaw-dropping views over the

at turn-down

Acgean and the yaches that slide in
for & e of the Astlr Palace Nie
Elegunt Revorts (eleganiresorts.co.uk)
offers seven mights from £1,450,
including flights and ranifers

-

CHATEAU
SAINT-MARTIN
Vence, France

Bullt on 1 2th-century castle ruins,
the steeply perched Chitean Saint
Martin was transformed into a hotel
Jllll \PJ ‘V\ . ownen l\‘““(" l’ll
Thirties and Sixries. Views from the
south-facing windows are gasp-out
loud stunning the walled village of
Vence in the forgground and the Cap
d'Antibes and coast beyond. An in
Qmate restaurant, \'MII"I\ 'I‘lkl 'Il'
and all the guest rooms sit on this
side, bathed in sunshine. Above the
property looms the steep rock wall
of Baou des Blancs, tempring goests

Like Garbo, you will want to be lefl
alone - to revel in Tremeszos comforty

10 climb the winding path and look

down on the panoramic sweep of
this gorgeous building, sumounded
by olive and lemon trees, and it six
butherserviced villas. By armange
ment, the chef can lead picnic par
thes up the Baou, I's a timeless place,
bur there are overt nods o now, A
beightly coloured mural by artst
Erick lergan envelops the high
cellingsd room off the lobby that
wed 1o be the chapel. The modern
e offers & signature  teatment
based on the ol extracted from the
ocange-pink Tango moses cultivared
in the garden, And check out the
helipad: there for guests w0 make the
cightminute flight o Monaco
during grand prix woekend. Dondde,
from £300 (oetheroollection com)

GRAND HOTEL
TREMEZZO
Lake Comeo, ltaly
Greta Garbo said the Tremezo was
one of her favourite hotels in the
workd, her ‘sunny, happy place’, In
her spirit, fling open the bedroom
shutters of Suite Greta, look out
over the ravishing serting of Lake
Como and wholcheartedly embrace
the indulgence. To sit on the termace
and sip a glas of chilled Franclacor
while drinking in those views s 10
be in hotel heaven, With it gilded,
draped and upholstered grandeur
and hundreds of sparkling win.
dows, this is one of Lake Como's
old-school greats. The star swim
ming pool floats on the lake, bur
another glorious pool lies tucked
away in the gardens, surmounded by
towering palms and banana plants,
s heavenly space ornamented with
suatuary and vines, where a great
stone stalrcase cascades down 1o the
warer'’s edge. The spa housed in the
1 8th-century Villa Emilia has im
pressive treatments; equally reora
tve s time spent aking in the views
from the reluaation area. Like Garbo,
you will want o be left alone - w0
revel in the grandest comfort zone
The Ultimate Travel Company
(theultimatetravelcompany.co uk)
offers seven mights from £2,200,
including flights and ransfer



The high jinks and excess start at daybreak, where every manaer of fun and
games is on tap: o Greek Breakfast, of the iced colfee and cigarctie vanety is
most welcome - including cagan, should you peefer. Then, of counse, there i
the bikini-friendly and gluten-free spread of dreams - cue endless vaneties of
yoghurt and artisan honeys, eggs cooked every which way. It's served at the
vanous teersced restaurints overlooking the royal blue and savy Acgean
lapping below,

Destinations Tatler's Travel
Editor Is Dreaming Of: The
Athenian Riviera

For a cultural and coastal escape, nowhere compares to Athens, especially holed up at Four
Seasons Astir Palace, a temple of chic with an impressive holistic spa that will take near
Herculean resolve to leave...

f v 0 =

READ NEXT But the city’s best kept secret lies half an hour from the centre, on the cypres
and cactus-studded coust of Vouliagmeni, famed for its bealing thermal waters,
1t is alvo home to the glamorous streteh of Astir Beach with its glonious black
und white striped umbrellas and daybeds, not to mention its very own marina,
yocht club and bth-century BC ruins, the Temple of Apolio Zoster. The arca i
known alfectionately as the Athenian Riviera and has been marinated in pure
unadulterated jet set glamour since its Sixties prime. At the centre of it all s
the Astir Paluce hotel, the place where Christioa Onassis learnt to water ski,
Brigitte Bardot hired a doppelganger so she could hangout pooluide

There's also the famous watensports school to explore, with bostmen on hand
and outboard motors ut the ready. Messing about on the water s certainly one

of the vivid pleasures of stiuying here, but this is also a place where you can
casily escape the exuberant beach-club vibe to enjoy & more sedate exisience in
the glorious spa, where you can take part in rituals inspiced by the teachings of
Hipprocates, alongside more esoteric treatments of reiki and pelma

OFLLAN KM reflexnlogy.
Today, high-octane glamour is still a given. The name conjures up sun,

Valentino and bare feet. Here there are no cute fishing boats of tanned scamen
mending nets < just elegant yachts, sleekly bobbing in the marina before the
party people descend on the new Four Seaons Astir Pulace jetty

ntroducing The
destinations Tatler's
Travel Editor i uninterrupted and Rudolf Nureyey drifted along the boardwalk to his favonite

dreaming of right now bungalow..

And for those looking to drink in the area’s sntiquity of classical sites, there
could be no dreamier spot than the Temple of Poseidon in nearby Cape
Sounion. It's famed as having the best sunsets in all of Athens, and the golden
light here will seduce you, especially on a boat trip on an elegant wooden
schooner arranged by the Four Seasons. They also offer party-time and
seifaring acdventure with such verve, with their crew on hand to prepare
sundowners served with platters of just freshly caught Dorade ceviche and
sashimi that morph into starlit seafood barbecues.

So much history is packed into Athens's streets and along its shores. After all,
this is the birthplace of western civilisation and democracy. It's the home of
Zeus and Socrates, a city with winding cracked stone alleyways, walls
avergrown with jusmine creepers and gardens abundant with bitter orange
trees,

As the sun descends over the southern tip of the Attica Peninsula with its
stunning coves and deserted beaches, it bathes the temple and its Dor
columns that punctuate this craggy promenade in an otherworidly stillnew.

Little wonder that when Lord Byron (the ultimate Hellenophile) drew up to the
shores in 1809, he wits so seduced by the place - and by the danghter of the
British Consul - that he wrote in the Masd of Athens he had seen nothing finer.

READ NEXT

Lord Byron wis so moved by the area’s beauty that he carved his name into the

Toduy, the combination of its historic splendour and vibrant arts and cultural
buse of one of the columns, He wrote, in his IS51 poem, On The hiex of Grovor:

scene is irresistible. Take o stroll to the antiques market in the neighbourhood
of Monastiruki, where 70s socialist bulldings jostle agninst ancient vine deaped
squares, where the intoxicating smell of honeywuckle, leather and dust bills the
wir, Here, veck out the Tsantilis Gallery, an antique store that homes the most

. ? Place me on Sunium’s marbled steep,
Claridge’s opens its

doors 1o the NHS

Where nothing, save the waves and 1,

impressive collection of I8th century Orientalist art and Philhellense treasures
from fubulous urns to Napoleonic chandeliers. Step into Cycladic civilsation
ut the Cyclades Art Muscum for an incredible coliection of ancient sculptures
and coramics and figurines, Watch arthouse classics at Cine Paris, posubly the
world’s most impressive open-uir cinema next door to the Acropolis. Or just
revel on the rooftop of the incomparable Grand Bretugne and cat break fast
overlooking the Plaka, watching the changing of the guards. Come nightfall,
imbibe the old school magic of this institution, with one of the Barman
Sypron's signuture martinis and soak up the views of the upht Parthenon and
Tomb of the Unknown Solider

And what waves the legendary Four Seasons hotel has created since it
relaunched, following a £230 million facelift. Previously majority-owned by the
National Bank of Greece, the hotel and beach chub was sold in 2006 as part of
the drive to reduce nationsl debt. The new owner, Jermyn Street (an
isvestment group backed by Abu Dhabi, Kuwait and the Turkuh Dogus group)
brought in the Four Seasons to manage the hotel - creating 650 jobs for the
locul Greek economy in the process - and it has truly regained its tithe as the
ultimate beachside pleasure dome

The Martin Brudniki-designed seafood restaurant, Pelagos, is like the Scott's
of Athens, and serves an impressive lobster spaghetti and the most refined
grilled calumars with fava bean puree, all patred with debicious Greek wines.
108 fabulously inyiting here, with o sweeping terrace and plenty of polished
marble, driftwood sculptures and exposed stone interion employed by ose of
the project’s starchitects, K-stucio, which perfectly conjures up the simplicity
and soohistication that is the essence of Greek stvle

Mauy hear our mutual murmurs sweep.
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Four Seasons Hotel Astir Palace, Athens, Greece

Regardless of the fact that this newly-opened Four Seasons is just 30-minutes
away from the historie city centre, you'd be forgiven for passing on a tourist visit
to the Acropolis in favour of another day spent in the comfort of this sprawling
hotel, so sprawling (75 acees in fuct) that golf buggies are on hand to swiftly
tranaport guests from room to pool, or to one of its three pristine private beaches
or, perhaps, to one its eight restuurants (oftering everything from relaxed beach
bar bites to traditional Greek food and Mediterranean menus). Situated on o vast

peninsula along Athens Riviera the views are as good looking as the intertors
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Whether it's heading off for a romantic retreat in the tropical hinterlands

of Sri Lanka, going back to nature in a remote Romanian mountain lodge
or stayving in the lap of luxury on Greece’s Athenian Riviera, these are the
best places to visit in October. By CATHERINE FAIRWEATHER

O

FOUR SEASONS ASTIR PALACE Athens
Riviera, Greece

The Four Seasons Astir Palace boldly strides 75 acres of the most expensive strip of
Athenian real estate ~ the coastal land that stretches between the Parthenon in the historic
center and the archasological site of Sounion on the tip of the Attic peninsula. This year
sees the much-landed relannch of the city’s 1960s landmark. Once the cherished beach
club and watering hole of Onassis, Bardot and Sinatra, its old-school allure was eventually
eclipsed by the more bohemian charms of the Greek idands, when the jet set migrated
elsewbere. Bul the Athenian Riviera's Astir Palace enjoyed a huge revival this summer,
after the massive restoration project and the injection of Four Seasons style, polish and
service, without losing a unique sense of heritage vibe and deck Greek modernist
aesthetic. In October, the crowds have dissipated and the sun hangs lower on the hortzon,
but no less golden through the long Mediterranean summer that bumps ap to November.
With six restaurants, three private coves, three pools (one with a floating olive grove),
water sports, a massive spa, creches and a kids' club, it will make a spontaneous European
weekend in fall feed like 2 long vacation



WE LOYE HOTELS. AND EVERY TIME A NEW ONE OPENS 1TS DOORS, WE'RE
ROOTING FOR IT TO SOAR HIGH. THE PAST FEW MONTHS OF 2020 HAVE
OFFERED - SHALL WE SAY - A LESS BOUNTIFUL PERIOD, BUT BEFORE THINGS
TEMPORARILY SHUT DOWN, THERE WERE A NUMBER OF NEW DOORS BEING
THROWN OPEN HERE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND AROUND THE WORLD. THIS THEN
IS A LIST OF NEWCOMERS THAT TOOK OFF WITH A BANG IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS
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Athens

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL ASTIR PALACE

Bofore 1 was givan now i by Four Seasons folowing a roe-year renovation, this sprawling proporty sof in what's doscribod as Alhans'
Riviora - off shades of groon and biue - was o favourio with ihe iornofional jef sef; guosts have Included Fronk Sinalra, Nelson Mandoia
and, moro recendly, Lody Gaga ond Barack Obama. That Sidies-hoyday ol parmedates in its now avalar wilh ihe refurd carefully
enhancing ihe chorms of days Gone by. This i most abwious i o 61 privase Dungolows - Nall of wivch boast private Pools ~ which makvon
masry of Ihokr original desig foaturos Including siTiped polmet bilsds. A soairont boardwork conmocts 1ham 10 11 rest of the halol, whoro
303 roofms, Inckuding 43 sules, aro sproad 0cross two bisidings. Desplie o karge scolo (75 ocres in fodaf), e soparalion info Mroe distinct
ports alows each area 1o ralain the feed of o smolior resort, With o addod bonus of accoss o all I focRiles - fake your pick Fom leesls,
baskedbal, foofball, wasar sports, cooking lessons, grope palings and spa exparonces. Dining has beon carefully considered 1 ensure Ihal
¥ hotal romains a dostination in s own right - an apparent SUCCeSs given o NUMDor of well-hoolod Athonkass silting af Kibikes in 060 of
he many restourands. The rango spans from Grook of Tavarna 37 1o froshly coughi seafood of Palogas and Argenfinian sleak, servod
alongside caviche and locos, af opan-alr HELIOS. Gropo bar Avra sparts ionons dosignod by Martin Brudntzk of London's Saxy Fish and
Annabels farme, The colobeTy might have changod bul the fame remains ke somo. - Kafe Siicax
FLASH POWMNT Spa Irealiments are basod on ihe leaching of Hippocrates, such 0s a bissid 60-minule Frodida

98 Condt Nt Tinebior Bevesar 1000
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Warm welcome

This Sunday we stop by a café in Tokyo, check out a stopover in
Mexico City, track the trees of Switzerland in their full autumn
glory and hear how a Harlem-based chef spends time outside
the kitchen. First, here are the thoughts of our editor in chief.

THE FASTER LANE / TYLER BRULE

Walking on sunshine

If you're starting your Sunday working through vour diary and
wondering what to do next weekend, I already have it sorted fo
you — it goes like this. First, some good news: the weekend is
going to start on a Thursday, at a boarding gate flashing “Last
call for Athens”. From there you're going to board an Aegean,
Lufthansa or Swiss flight and in less than three hours (I know,
know, you may not live in the heart of Europe but just play
along) you'll be walking off an Airbus, hopefully skipping the
pop-up coronavirus testing bays and looking for a driver with a
Four Seasons sign. Twenty-five minutes later a very tall
Austrian named Hannes will be greeting you and showing you
to a funked-up 1960s bungalow and you’ll be at the start of the
perfect, late-summer Med long weekender. I know all of this
because, at long last, I'm taking what resembles a proper
summer holiday — and all the better that it’s at the start of Q4.

Things got off to the best possible start on my arrival in Athens
as the second that I stepped off the plane a Monocle reader
bound for Bavaria wished me a good morning and a good stay
in Greece. As he’d read last week’s column he enthusiastically
passed on some culinary and cultural tips but what were the
chances that he’d be at the very same Schengen gate for his
departure and my arrival? No matter, it proved to be a tone-
setter for what was to come.

At long last, I'm taking what resembles a proper
summer holiday — and all the better that it’s at the

_start of Q4.

Also, what were the chances that the former GM of the Park
Hyatt Tokyo (the hotel where I've clocked the most nights)
would now be running the show at the Four Seasons Athens
property? As much as we credit good design, sound
architecture and star chefs for creating and building buzz for a
property, nothing beats a capable GM to ensure a good stay and
maintain standards. Working with an already outstanding piece
of real estate also helps.

Friends who stayed at the Astir Palace before the Greek
government sold it and the Four Seasons took over the
management speak of a faded, somewhat forgotten
architectural gem. The good news is that the good bones
remain intact, the F&B offering has had a serious upgrade and
the designers didn't go too crazy trying to please Gulfies,
Russians or others in search of added gloss and unnecessary
sparkle. While I've only been here a few hours, I can already
recommend it as it’s perhaps the best resort-hotel on the Med
that also boasts a capital city on its doorstep and an airport less
than 30 minutes away. For the moment, Greece is trying its
best to stay on top of infection rates and keep parts of its
tourism industry open. Long may this continue. The mayor of
Athens promised Monocle that summer is going to run for
another full month, so you've got a couple of weekends left to
juggle the diary, monitor your tan lines and plan for a weekend
of long morning swims in the Med, late afternoons scented with
warm cypress and Santorini whites to drink. More from this
corner of the Med next Sunday.




